
The Sunriver Angler  

P.O. Box 4273 

Sunriver, OR 97707 
Presidents Message:  

Volume 35 Issue 11              November 2008 

The Official Publication of the Sunriver Anglers Club 

2008 Club Officers: 
 
President:  
    Doug Vakoc 
Past President:  
    Marv Yoshinaka 
Vice President:  
    Marv Yoshinaka 
Secretary:  
    Gary Gehlert  
Treasurer:  
    Jack McDonnell  
Two- Year Directors:  
     Doug Vakoc 
     Gary Gehlert  
     Rod Juranek  
     Alan Stout  
One- Year Directors:  
     Bruce Cockrell  
     Dave Jendro  
     Bob Kempf 
     Jack McDonnell  
     Dennis Patterson  
     Bruce Stendal  
     Marv Yoshinaka 
Publicity Director:  
     Bruce Cockrell  
Newsletter Editor:  
    Pete Reed 

     The Sunriver Anglers Club is a 501(c)3 non -profit organization dedicated to the 

preservation, education and promotion of responsible angling in the high desert region 

of Central Oregon.  More information can be obtained by writing to P. O. Box 4273, 

Sunriver, OR 97707.  

Who We Are: 

The Sunriver Angler  

Volume 35 Issue 11              November 2008 

     Your president has been neglecting his duties this last month.  However seeing dif-

ferent parts of the world, such as Turkey, Greece, Italy, Montenegro, and Croatia was 

very interesting.  Surely there are good fly fishing spots in each of these countries.  Got 

to check that out in advance next time!  

     I got back from the cruise in time to enjoy the beautiful Indian summer weather; a 

few trips to Diamond Lake, Fall River, the Lower Deschutes, Lava Lake, and the Crooked 

highlighted my October fishing.  I love this time of year.  My personal fishing reports 

were varying; I was a little late for Diamond, but the Fall River was great, and the trout 

seem to be making a comeback on the Crooked.  Letõs have no more talk about how great 

whitefish are.  Many places are closed now to fishing, but for the hardy, there are still 

opportunities.  I encourage you to take advantage of them as weather permits.  

     Many thanks to all those who helped in this yearõs Kokanee Karnival at the Fall River 

Hatchery.  You make a lasting impression on these kids and help them learn and appreci-

ate this unique Central Oregon environment.  

     If you missed the October general meeting (and my body was not sure where it was at 

the time due to time zone changes) you missed a very informative presentation by Bre-

tagne Dow-Hygelund from the Sunriver Nature Center on our regional geology and water.  

Thanks very much Bretagne.  

     Now we move into òyear-endó mode.  The November general meeting will feature 

Scott Howell from Southern Oregon speaking on the subject of Steelheading.  This is an 

important meeting as we will be electing officers and board members for 2009.  See you 

there.  

     The Christmas dinner is coming up on Dec 10 th  in the Great Hall.  We will have the 

usual lineup, with a slightly different menu.  This is an opportunity for members and 

guests to socialize, brag (or lie) about all those fish you caught (and at this event only 

you can claim the size based on what the fish would be today, not the actual size when 

you caught them).  The ticket price has gone up some this year, but this price only covers 

the cost of the meal itself.  Participation in any fund raising activities at the dinner is 

optional and separate.  The primary purpose of this event is to enjoy each other com-

pany.  See the form enclosed with the newsletter.  Sunriver Anglers accomplishes much 

and is a valued participant in the Sunriver community.  We welcome all to this Christmas 

Dinner event.  

If I make it to the 27th, I think 

I will have trout for dinner . 

Continued on next page.  



Presidents MessageñContinued:  

     As we finish this year, and move into 2009, I encourage you to consider becoming more active in the clubõs ac-

tivities.  In this newsletter, there is an article about our scholarship student, Shivonne Nesbit, and her study on 

the Crooked River.  Here is an opportunity to help a future wildlife biologist, learn something about todayõs fish 

tracking technology, enjoy the beautiful Crooked River canyon, and locate where some of those trout have been 

hiding.  Remember we are helping to fund this project.  

 

     The club will offer fly tying sessions next winter, and Central Oregon Fly Fishers will offer a Winter Seminar 

with Jason Borger Feb 10 -12, details forthcoming.   Consider inviting a new resident or member to go fishing with 

you next time.  We have much to enjoy here in Central Oregon.  

 

     One last thing! I just came across a book which seems to me the best ever written on lake fishing for rainbow 

trout.  òRainbow Trout Fly fishing ð A Guide for Still Watersó by Ron Newman.  For the serious fly fisherman, this 

is the college course text book on the subject.  I have not finished it yet, but I can hardly put it down. It can be 

found at the local fly shops and all the other sources for books as well.  

 

     See you on the water!  

Upcoming Sunriver Angler Events:  

Nov 20  General Meeting Fire Hall 7:00 pm; Speaker: Scott Howell Steelheading on Rogue and 

Umpqua Rivers 

Dec 1  Board Meeting Trout House 8:00 am  

Dec 10     Christmas Dinner  

Jan 7  Board Meeting - Spaghetti Dinner - Vakoc House 

Jan 15 No General Meeting   

Feb 2 Board Meeting Trout House   

Feb 19 General Meeting Fire Hall 7:00 PM: Speaker: Dennis Kried - Fly Fishing the Rio Negro 

(Brazil) for Peacock Bass  

 
Sportsmanõs Warehouse Wading Jacket    Value $70  

 

 

Fishpond Waterdance Guide Pack   Value $89  

November Meeting Raffle Items:  

If you have an email address change or an address change, please send the change informa-

tion to Jack McDonnell  at jackmcd@chamberscable.com or the Sunriver Angler, PO Box 

4273, Sunriver, OR 97707 .  Also please remember that your 2007 dues ($25) are now due 

and payable.  Please send them to the above address.  

Please Remember:  



Old Business : 

 

 

Christmas Dinner :  Dinner will be held on 10 Dec. 08.  

Menu:  Halibut, vegetarian, or 12 oz. New York Steak.   Two bottles of wine will provided for each table.  

Pricing:  Is being determined, but should be approximately $55.00 each.  

Auction Items :  We presently have 40 items valued at $4667.   If a suitable trip is available at no risk to the club 

that will also be included.   All items need to be turned into Jack McDonnell by 1 Dec. 08.   

Three Rivers Choir :  They will be asked to perform at our Christmas Dinner.   They will be paid a gratuity of 

$100.   Gary Gehlert will coordinate .  

Guest List :  List is being developed.   We will invite approximately sixteen guests.  

Liability Release :  Rod Juranek moved and Jack McDonnell seconded a motion to form a committee to be headed 

by Alan Stout to study the issue of liability at Free Fishing Day.   Motion carried unanimously.   Rod Juranek, Bob 

Kempf, and other interested Board Members will serve with Alan.  

Speakers :  Scott Howell will speak about steelhead fishing at our Nov. meeting.   In Feb. Dennis Kreid will present 

a program about his fishing trip to Brazil.   In March club members will be asked to discuss items such as knot ty-

ing, rod selection, wader repairing, etc.   The goal is to prepare members for the upcoming trout season.  

Kokanee Karnival Report :  During the week of Sept. 22 -26 volunteers from Sunriver Anglers Club hosted approxi-

mately 225 students at Fall River Hatchery.   Students were taught how the hatchery worked and about the   im-

portance of hatcheries to fisheries in Oregon.   Rod Juranek showed a wooden model of a trout   that is made to 

come apart   so that the vital organs of the fish are displayed .   The organs are also removable.   The model is used 

in classrooms as part of the fish dissection program.   Many thanks to Tom Kelly for the fantastic   job he did in 

realistically painting the fish. (See pictures later in newsletter)  

DRRH Boat Ramp:  President Doug received a letter criticizing Sunriver Anglers with advocating for a public boat 

ramp in DRRH.  The letter has no basis in fact.   A member of the club provided information to interested parties 

about the process in obtaining funds and approval of a public ramp.   No advocacy took place.  

 

 

New Business : 

 

2009 Board/Officer Candidates :  The nominating Committee submitted the following for Officers and Directors 

for 2009.   President:   Doug Vakoc, Vice President:   Alan Stout, Secretary:   Gary Gehlert, Treasurer:   Jack 

McDonnell. 

Two Year Board Members :  Chuck Devine, Dave Jendro, Jack McDonnell, Mal Murphy, Bruce Stendal, Pete Gus-

tavson, Paul Oles, Ed Tank 

One Year Board Members :  Gary Gehlert, Ron Angell, Bob Kempf, Dennis Patterson, Alan Stout, Doug Vakoc, Marv 

Yoshinaka, Bruce Cockrell.  

Dave Jendro moved and Dennis Patterson seconded a motion to present the list of candidates at the Nov. 20, 

2008, General   Membership Meeting for approval.   Motion carried with one dissenting vote.  

November Outing :  Members will be asked if they are interested in a Crooked River Outing at the Nov. meet-

ing.  If there is sufficient interest, one will be scheduled.  

Free Fishing Day -- Caldera Springs Invite :  We have been approached by the Lodge to explore with them the pos-

sibility of moving Free Fishing Day to Caldera Springs.   This year we very possibly exceeded the number of par-

ticipants that could be safely accommodated at the current pond.   Demand also exceeded our ability to efficiently 

transport participants.   Bruce Cockrell, Gary Gehlert, Dave Jendro, and other interested Board Members will 

meet with an appropriate Lodge employee.   

 

November Board Meeting Highlights:  



                         Catching Some of the Toughest  Fish Around  

     "Electrifying, supercharged, blistering speed, tougher, bigger, difficult, feisty, 

jumped 13 times, 3 to 4 feet out of the water."  These comments were not made 

about Michael Phelps, although the fish being written about could be called the Mi-

chael Phelps of trout.  

     When you begin your career fishing you want to catch many fish. As you better 

your expertise you want to catch large fish and as your proficiency grows you try 

to catch the difficult fish. Catching big fish is hard to do, catching difficult fish is 

harder. What then do you call catching a big and difficult fish? It is called catching 

steelhead.  

     Steelhead are river trout that migrate to the ocean and then return to the river where they were born.  While 

living in the ocean they grow to considerable proportions. Not all steelhead equal the 44 pound record but 8 to 12 

pounders are not uncommon. What makes the steelhead attractive to anglers is the sheer strength and swimming 

ability after the hook up. Most anglers, after catching a fish are used to netting that fish in a matter of minutes. 

When you hook a steelhead be prepared for a possible 10 to 15 minute all out battle.  

     Steelhead give the angler two opportunities to catch and release them.  The many photos of a few sturdy an-

glers braving the harsh environment of a bitter winter to try their luck at catching steelhead makes one wonder 

if it is really worth the hardship. For the many who agree, steelhead have an answer for you. "We are also here in 

the summer."  Although the steelhead have an internal map they can follow from the ocean to their birth place, we 

anglers may need a little help.  

     Steelhead fishing is well known in our lower Deschutes River.  So well known that at times it can be impossible 

to fish because of the multitude of anglers. Fortunately the Deschutes River is not the only tributary that steel-

head  revisit.  

     Taking a short drive south to the Crater Lake area will bring you in touch with the Rogue River. This pictur-

esque river flows 200 miles through the Cascade Range ending at Oregon's Gold Beach. The Rogue is well known 

for its beauty, so much so it is listed as a scenic river protected by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Fortunately 

the steelhead are not protected from fishing and as one angler put it, "Steelhead fly fishing doesn't get any bet-

ter than the Rogue."  

     For a different river experience, a trip to the Roseburg area will bring you into contact with the North Um-

pqua River. This 100 miles of blue -green gem-quality water is a steelhead fly fishers dream. Often referred to as 

"steelhead graduate school,"  the Umpqua will test any steelhead fly angler's knowledge and skill not to mention 

his gear.  

     Steelhead fishing is exciting but at the same time extraordinarily difficult. The Sunriver Anglers Club, a 

group of hardy fisherman themselves, will hear a presentation by Scott Howell on steelhead fishing on the North 

Umpqua and Rogue Rivers. Difficult fishing will always be difficult but expert anglers like Howell can explain tech-

niques he has learned in his 18+ years fishing on the Rogue and North Umpqua to get us "in the game".  

     Born and raised in Southern Oregon, Howell grew up in a fly fishing family. His father, an expert steelheader 

himself, is also an accomplished cane rod builder.  

     Steelhead fishing is exciting but at the same time extraordinarily difficult. The Sunriver Anglers Club, a group 

of hardy fisherman themselves, will hear a presentation by Scott Howell on steelhead fishing on the North Um-

pqua and Rogue Rivers. Difficult fishing will always be difficult but expert anglers like Howell can explain tech-

niques he has learned in his 18+ years fishing on the Rogue and North Umpqua to get us "in the game".  

Novemberõs Meeting Speaker:  Scott Howell  

Continued on next page  

Scott Howell with 

 a happy client! 



     Howell first started guiding to help put himself through a university education. Upon graduation, like any good 

fly fisherman, his first job was fishing as the lead guide at Katmai Lodge, one of the premier resorts in Alaska.  

     A trip to Kamchatka, Russia resulted in Howell running a steelhead camp on the peninsula. While spare time was 

precious on the peninsula, Howell managed to pioneer the famous Kamchatka Steelhead Project.  

     Working his way south, Howell moved to British Columbia and the banks of Skeena River spending 6 years ex-

ploring and fishing the Skeena system and the surrounding lesser known rivers.  

     Probably only Scott Howell and Zane Gray could have packed this much adventure into a brief lifetime. The 

Sunriver Anglers Club is fortunate that Howell can take time out of his busy schedule, spend an evening entertain-

ing us with his stories of beautiful rivers and athletic steelhead. His presentation will take us to the Rogue River 

and the North Umpqua River fishing for steelhead.  

     The Sunriver Anglers Club meeting will be held at the Sunriver Fire Station, Thursday, November 20 at 7 p.m. 

The meeting is free and open to the public. For further information: 598 -2048 or Doug@Vakoc.com or visit 

www.sunriveranglers.org  

Novemberõs Meeting Speaker:  Scott HowellñContinued   

Our New Teaching Tools:  Pretty NeatñRight?   

Wife of Angler Member Catches a Big One:   

Nancy Crandell, wife of member Alan Crandell shows her hubby how itõs 

done.  On a recent outing with some long -time friends on the Columbia River, 

a nice 18 pound Steelhead seemed to like what Nancy had at the end of her 

line.  Earlier, hubby Alan thought he might be the hero of the day with a 10 

pounder.  Although it was a nice catch, he had to release it because it was 

wild.   

 

We are trying to get Nancy be a guest speaker at one of our monthly meet-

ings so we can learn her secrets, but she wants to wait until her book comes 

out before going on the lecture circuit.  The name of her book and  pub-

lisher is not known at this time as many publishers are in the middle of the 

bidding process.  Autograph copies will be for sale with a discount for Sun-

river Angler members in good standing.  

Nancy with her first fishing pole  

mailto:Doug@Vakoc.com
http://www.sunriveranglers.org

